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L O G L I N E

ABOUT THE FILM

A MARINE CORPS VETERAN MAKES IT HIS

MISSION TO HELP GOLD STAR FAMILIES OF

THE FALLEN, AND FIND HEALING HIMSELF.

MAKE PEACE OR DIE PRESS KIT

G E N R E

DOCUMENTARY

ABOUT THE FILM

R U N T I M E
1 HOUR 25 MINUTES

D I R E C T O R
MANNY MARQUEZ

S U B J E C T  M A T T E R S
VETERANS, WAR, MENTAL HEALTH



SYNOPSIS
F R O M  T H E  T I M E  T H A T  H E  W A S  A  S M A L L  C H I L D ,  A N T H O N Y  M A R Q U E Z  K N E W

H E  W A N T E D  T O  J O I N  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  M A R I N E  C O R P S .  H E  F U L F I L L E D

T H A T  D R E A M ,  A N D  I N  2 0 1 1 ,  W A S  S E N T  T O  T H E  S W E L T E R I N G  S A N D S  O F  T H E

S A N G I N  V A L L E Y ,  A F G H A N I S T A N .  

H I S  U N I T  U L T I M A T E L Y  L O S T  1 7  M A R I N E S  W H I L E  D E P L O Y E D .

A N T H O N Y  R E T U R N E D  T O  T H E  S T A T E S ,  A N D  S O O N  B A C K  T O  C I V I L I A N  L I F E .

A L T H O U G H  H O M E ,  N O T H I N G  W O U L D  E V E R  B E  T H E  S A M E .  T H E  F A C E S  O F  T H E

M E N  T H A T  D I E D  H A U N T E D  A N T H O N Y .  T H E  H U R T  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S  F E L T

T U G G E D  A T  H I S  O W N  H E A R T .  W H Y  W A S  H E  A L L O W E D  T O  C O M E  H O M E ,  T O

L I V E  O N ,  B U T  T H O S E  1 7  M E N  H A D  T O  D I E ?

H O W  C O U L D  H E  M E M O R I A L I Z E  T H E  1 7 ?
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SYNOPSIS
T H A T  I S  W H E N  A N T H O N Y  H A D  T H E  I D E A  T O  C A R V E  W I T H  H I S  C H A I N S A W  A

“ B A T T L E F I E L D  C R O S S , ”  F O R  E V E R Y  G O L D  S T A R  F A M I L Y  F R O M  H I S  U N I T

A F F E C T E D  B Y  L O S S .  H E  W O U L D  T H E N  H A N D  D E L I V E R  E A C H  A N D  E V E R Y  O N E

O F  T H E  C A R V I N G S  T O  T H E  F A M I L Y ,  A  J O U R N E Y  T H A T  W O U L D  T A K E  N E A R L Y

T H R E E  Y E A R S .  T H I S  B E C A M E  A N T H O N Y ’ S  N E W  M I S S I O N  A S  A  M A R I N E :  T O

H O N O R  T H E  F A L L E N .

I N  T H E  F A L L  O F  2 0 2 1 ,  A N T H O N Y  S E T  O U T  O N  T H E  R O A D  O N C E  A G A I N .  T H A T

B E I N G  T H E  1 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  O F  T H E  U N I T ’ S  D E P L O Y M E N T ,  H E  R E V I S I T E D

A L L  1 7  F A M I L I E S  T H A T  R E C E I V E D  A  C A R V I N G .  A L O N G  T H E  W A Y ,  H E  A L S O

T O U C H E D  B A S E  W I T H  M A R I N E S  T H A T  M A D E  I T  H O M E ,  L I K E  H E  D I D ,  A N D

R E C O U N T E D  T H E I R  J O U R N E Y  T O G E T H E R .

D O I N G  T H E  C A R V I N G S ,  A N D  M E E T I N G  W I T H  A L L  T H E  F A M I L I E S  H A S  H E L P E D

A N T H O N Y  O N  H I S  P A T H  T O  H E A L I N G  A S  H E  H A S  H E L P E D  T H E  G O L D  S T A R

F A M I L I E S  H E A L .  T H E  M I S S I O N  T O  R E M E M B E R  T H E  F A L L E N  W I L L  N E V E R  E N D .
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A N T H O N Y  S E R V E D  I N  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E  M A R I N E  C O R P S  F R O M  2 0 0 7  -  2 0 1 2 .

H I S  L A S T  D E P L O Y M E N T  W A S  T O  S A N G I N ,  A F G H A N I S T A N  I N  2 0 1 1 .  D U R I N G  T H A T  T I M E  I N

S A N G I N ,  H I S  U N I T ,  1 S T  B A T T A L I O N  5 T H  M A R I N E S ,  S U F F E R E D  G R E A T  L O S S E S  E N D U R I N G

O V E R  1 9 0  W I A .  A L O N G  W I T H  T H E  W O U N D E D ,  1 7  M A R I N E S  B R O T H E R S  W E R E  K I L L E D  O N

T H E  B A T T L E F I E L D .  T H E Y  A R E  T H E  X V I I  T H A T  T H I S  F I L M  I S  A B O U T .

A N T H O N Y ’ S  F A M I L I A R I T Y  W I T H  T H E  1 7  F A M I L I E S  A N D  C L O S E N E S S  T O  T H E  S T O R Y  M A D E

H I M  T H E  P E R F E C T  P R O D U C E R  F O R  O U R  F I L M .  H E  I S  A L S O  O U R  P R O T A G O N I S T ,  A N D  W E

F O L L O W  H I M  O N  T H E  P A I N F U L  J O U R N E Y  O F  R E M E M B E R I N G  T H E  F A L L E N .

ANTHONY MARQUEZ:
PRODUCER 
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B E N  L E I S E R  H A S  B E E N  B E H I N D  T H E  S C E N E S  P R O D U C I N G  M E D I A  I N  C O M M E R C I A L S  &  F I L M S

I N  L O S  A N G E L E S  A N D  A R O U N D  T H E  G L O B E ,  F O R  A L M O S T  T H R E E  D E C A D E S .

R A I S E D  I N  A  S M A L L  R U R A L  I L L I N O I S  T O W N  O U T S I D E  C H I C A G O ,  B E N  W A S  F R O M  T H E

S I N G U L A R  J E W I S H  F A M I L Y  I N  T H E  A R E A  W H O  S T A R T E D  T H E  L O C A L  M E R C A N T I L E  S T O R E

( L A T E R  F U R N I T U R E )  I N  T H E  1 8 0 0 ’ S  T H A T  S T I L L  O P E R A T E S  T O D A Y .  A S  A  Y O U N G  A D U L T  H E

W E N T  T O  W O R K  A T  T H E  M E R C A N T I L E  E X C H A N G E  I N  C H I C A G O  B E F O R E  H E A D I N G  T O

C A L I F O R N I A  W H E R E  H E  E V E N T U A L L Y  M E T  M A N N Y  M A R Q U E Z  A N D  H I S  F U T U R E  C A R E E R  I N

P R O D U C I N G .  T H I S  L A U N C H E D  A  H I S T O R Y  O F  P R O J E C T S  S P A N N I N G  A D V E R T I S I N G ,

T E L E V I S I O N ,  P H O T O G R A P H Y ,  A N D  F I L M . I N  2 0 1 4  B E N  A N D  M A N N Y  R E L E A S E D  T H E I R  F I R S T

D O C U M E N T A R Y  P S Y C H O P A T H ,  A B O U T  A  G R O U P  O F  U N L I K E L Y  M I S F I T S  B U I L D I N G  A

H A U N T E D  A T T R A C T I O N  I N  R U R A L  O K L A H O M A .  I T  W A S  D U R I N G  T H E  F I L M I N G  O F  T H A T

D O C U M E N T A R Y  T H A T  B E N  A L S O  F O R M E D  A  L A S T I N G  R E L A T I O N S H I P  W I T H  A N T H O N Y ,  Y E A R S

B E F O R E  A N T H O N Y ’ S  F I R S T  D E P L O Y M E N T .  B E N  R E J O I N S  M A N N Y  A N D  T H E  T E A M  T O  T E L L  A

M U C H  D I F F E R E N T  S T O R Y .

.

BEN LEISER: PRODUCER 
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M A N N Y  G R E W  U P  I N  O K L A H O M A ,  A N D  I S  O F  M E X I C A N  &  N A T I V E  A M E R I C A N  ( C H O C T A W )

D E C E N T .  H I S  P A R E N T S  W E R E  S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  O W N E R S .  T H E I R  D E D I C A T I O N  A N D  W O R K

E T H I C ,  C O M B I N E D  W I T H  H I S  F A I T H  A N D  E T H N I C  B A C K G R O U N D ,  A R E  A L L  E L E M E N T S

M A N N Y  H A S  B R O U G H T  T O  H I S  F I L M M A K I N G .

H E  S T U D I E D  F I L M  A T  T H E  A R T  C E N T E R  C O L L E G E  O F  D E S I G N .  I T  W A S  H E R E  M A N N Y

D E E P E N E D  H I S  L O V E  F O R  C I N E M A ,  A N D  W A S  C O N V I N C E D  T H A T  E V E R Y  D A Y  P E O P L E  W I T H  A

S T O R Y  T O  T E L L  I S  W H E R E  H E  N E E D E D  T O  T R A I N  H I S  C A M E R A .  

M A N N Y  N O W  L I V E S  I N  T U L S A ,  O K  W I T H  H I S  W I F E  A N D  S I X  C H I L D R E N .  H E  D I R E C T S  S H O R T -

F O R M  D O C U M E N T A R I E S  F O R  A N  A R R A Y  O F  C L I E N T S  R A N G I N G  F R O M  P H A R M A C E U T I C A L

C O M P A N I E S ,  F I N A N C I A L  F I R M S ,  B R E W E R I E S ,  A N D  B E Y O N D .  H E  A L S O  D I R E C T S  B R O A D C A S T

C O M M E R C I A L S  A N D  M U S I C  V I D E O S .  H I S  F E A T U R E  F I L M  P S Y C H O P A T H  W A S  R E L E A S E D  I N

2 0 1 4 ,  A N D  H I S  A W A R D  W I N N I N G  S H O R T  F I L M  O P E R A T I O N  A L L I E  W A S  R U N N E R  U P  A T  T H E

2 0 1 8  B I G  S K Y  D O C U M E N T A R Y  F E S T I V A L ,  A N D  S E L E C T E D  F O R  T H E  T H E  G I  F I L M  F E S T I V A L

S A N  D I E G O .  M A K E  P E A C E  O R  D I E :  H O N O R  T H E  F A L L E N  I S  H I S  S E C O N D  F E A T U R E  F I L M .  

MANNY MARQUEZ:
DIRECTOR 
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A N T H O N Y  M A R Q U E Z  W O R K I N G  O N  A  B A T T L E F I E L D  C R O S S  T O

 F O R  A  G O L D  S T A R  F A M I L Y .  

A N T H O N Y  M A R Q U E Z  W O R K I N G  I N  A  H I S T O R I C  W A R E H O U S E  I N

D O W N T O W N  T U L S A ,  O K .  
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A N T H O N Y  M A R Q U E Z  A T  T H E  G R A V E  O F  L C P L .  R O B E R T  

G R E N I G E R ,  F O R T  S N E L L I N G  N A T I O N A L  C E M E T E R Y ,  M N .   

M A R I N E S  G A T H E R E D  A T O P  F I R S T  S G T ’ S  H I L L ,  

C A M P  P E N D L E T O N ,  C A
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A C T I V E  D U T Y  M A R I N E S  F R O M  T H E  1 S T  B A T T A L I O N ,  5 T H  M A R I N E S ,

C A R R Y  A  B A T T L E F I E L D  C R O S S  F R O M  1 S T  S G T ’ S  H I L L  W I T H  A N T H O N Y

M A R Q U E Z .

A  M A R I N E  S T A N D S  A T  T H E  S U M M I T  O F  1 S T  S G T ’ S  H I L L ,  C A M P

P E N D L E T O N ,  C A .



TRAILER
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WATCH TRAILER WITH VIMEO LINK

https://vimeo.com/915358413


AWARDS & FESTIVALS
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BEST FEATURE DOCUMENTARY - CIRCLE CINEMA FILM FESTIVAL 

VETERAN’S VOICE AWARD - GI FILM FESTIVAL SAN DIEGO 



CONTACT
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CONNECT

F A C E B O O K  P A G E  L I N K

I N S T A G R A M  P A G E  L I N K

F I L M  W E B S I T E

F O R  F I L M  I N Q U I R I E S ,

C O N T A C T :  

M A N N Y  M A R Q U E Z  

X V I I  F I L M S ,  L L C  

X V I I C A R V I N G S F I L M @ G M A I L . C O M

https://www.facebook.com/MakePeaceOrDieFilm
https://www.instagram.com/xvii.films/
https://www.makepeaceordiefilm.com/
https://www.makepeaceordiefilm.com/contact

